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Introduction
This chapter details security management procedures essential to maintaining the security of 
Queensland youth detention centres1. A youth detention centre is a secure environment designed 
to provide safety and security to those in the centre and to the community beyond the centre. 

Maintaining this secure environment is achieved through the joint application of both dynamic and 
static security measures/processes. Staff play a major role in making sure that these security 
measures are operating effectively and efficiently.

Security strategies in youth detention centres:

promote the safety and wellbeing of young people, staff and visitors
use risk management systems that are reliable, accountable and allow for the exercise of 
professional judgement, experience and expertise to assess the security risk posed by 
individual young people and to plan interventions to manage these risks
involve an inter-relationship of static (physical), dynamic (staff related) and electronic security 
systems.

Chapter structure
Chapter 4: Security management has five main sections:

3. Personal, area and vehicle searches

1 Including, as relevant and operationally possible, the Brisbane Childrens Court cells. 
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Section 3: Personal area and vehicle searches

Key messages
A risk assessment must be conducted to ascertain if, and what type, of search is needed.
There must be reasonable grounds for conducting a search.
Staff must have the required approval before conducting searches, unless a standing authority 
applies
All searches, including the justification for the search, must be recorded appropriately in DCOIS 
and on all registers.
Personal searches must be conducted as quickly as reasonably possible, with regards to the 
young person’s dignity and privacy.

Section 3 outlines procedures for:

3.1 Personal searches

3.1 Personal searches
This section is to be read in conjunction with Policy YD-4-2: Search of a young person.

The Youth Justice Regulation 2003 provides for personal searches of young people. Personal 
searches are:

wand searches - a search where a young person remains clothed and is searched with a hand 
held metal detector (section 25 of the Youth Justice Regulation 2003)
pat searches - a search where a young person remains clothed but is requested to remove 
their shoes and empty and turn out their pockets. Staff then use a ‘pat-down’ technique to 
search the young person (section 25 of the Youth Justice Regulation 2003)
partially clothed searches - during which a young person can be required to remove part of 
their clothing, with the young person able to remain partially clothed at all times during the 
search (section 36 of the Youth Justice Regulation 2003)
cavity searches – a search that must be performed by a medical practitioner and which 
involves a visual, manual or instrument inspection of a young person’s body cavities
(section 27 of the Youth Justice Regulation 2003).

Once a young person has been searched, they are not permitted to move back to the same area 
until it is searched. This removes the possibility of a young person retrieving restricted, prohibited 
or illegal articles they may have hidden before their search. 
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Staff can also consider separating the young person in a sterile room and placing them under 
observation. Refer to Policy YD-3-8: Use of separation in response to an incident to ensure the 
separation meets the requirements outlined in the section 22(1)(d) and (e) of the Youth Justice 
Regulation 2003.  

If after attempting the above steps and force is still required, the staff member should discuss the 
proposed use of force with the centre director and obtain their approval for the use of force. Any 
youth detention operational staff member who uses force to conduct a search must ensure that the 
least amount of force necessary is used. 

If an immediate decision about the use of reasonable force is required in order to protect a person 
or property or to immediately obtain a dangerous item and the staff member is unable to discuss 
the use of force with a supervisor beforehand, the staff member may use reasonable force in 
accordance with Policy YD-3-4: Youth Detention Protective Actions Continuum.

Any suspected use of unreasonable or inappropriate force will be referred to the department’s 
Ethical Standards Unit.    

All use of reasonable force must be recorded appropriately in DCOIS. Details of the risk 
assessment demonstrating the need for the use of force must recorded in DCOIS on the 
appropriate registers, i.e., searches and use of force. Records must also be created in DCOIS 
about whether force was used to carry out the search and, if force was used, the reason for its use, 
details of the force used and how it was the least amount necessary. 

For more information on search of a young person, refer to Policy YD-4-2: Search of a young person.
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